The year 1898 marked a turning
point in violent race relations across the
country. At the same time Wilmington was
dealing with its violence, Phoenix, South
Carolina underwent a violent episode in
which at least 13 men, including one white
man, were killed by white mobs. After
Wilmington’s riot, followed closely in the
press throughout the country, other states
experienced similar unrest within a short
span of time. Within 25 years of
Wilmington’s riot, at least six other major
race riots occurred throughout the country in
which blacks lost their lives, property, and
experienced ever tightening controls on their
rights. In all cases, the numbers of black
dead were never fully tallied with estimates
ranging from as few as seven dead in the
Springfield, Illinois riot to as many as 500
injured in Chicago.  Massive property
damage and a mass exodus of blacks also
followed. *
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The Atlanta Riot of 1906 closely
resembled the building tensions and
outbreak of violence in Wilmington.
Atlanta had struggled to recover from the
Civil War and re-invent itself as a “New
South” city. Attempts to revitalize the city
faltered until the turn of the twentieth
century and the violence in 1906 reflected
growing tension between whites and blacks
regarding segregated public spaces. The
white rioters focused their attention on
destruction of the upwardly mobile,
successful black businessmen of the city.
Additional impetus for the violence was
linked to reports of black-on-white sexual
assault.

Although Georgia and Atlanta had
experienced numerous lynchings, the
violence in 1906 broke with tradition as
white leaders looked to the model
established by Wilmington’s white leaders
as they forced black businessmen from the
city and took political control of the city. In
fact, during political rallies, gubernatorial
candidate Hoke Smith explicitly indicated
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